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EYE ON
Pogba

EURO

Zlatan

Law barring RSS,
Jamaat men from
govt job set to go

T

he government is set to
repeal a 1966 law, reiterated subsequently in 1975
and 1980, requiring those
joining government service
to declare that they are not affiliated with RSS or Jamaate-Islami. DoPT plans to hold
consultations with the home
ministry on the need to do
away with this “unreasonable and absurd” norm, with a
government
functionary
saying how RSS has always
said it is a “cultural and nonpolitical” organization. P 13

Film certificate
norms will be
changed: Jaitley

I

&B minister Arun Jaitley
on Thursday said film certification norms will have to
be liberal and “very radical
changes” will be announced
in a few days. The remarks
came amid a row over ‘Udta
Punjab’, which was handed
down 89 cuts by the censor
board. Jaitley did not comment on ‘Udta Punjab’ but
said he was “not satisfied”
with the current system of
certification. P 8

Stars To Watch: Paul Pogba (France), Cristiano

Ronaldo (Portugal), Zlatan Ibrahimovic
(Sweden), Eden Hazard (Belgium)

F

or the first time in Bengal, three autonomous
colleges — St Xavier’s College Calcutta, Ramkrishna
Mision Residential College
and Ramkrishna Mission
Vidyamandir, Belur — have
bagged Calcutta University’s nod to start their own
PhD courses from the current academic session. P 2

Google’s Street
View plan fails

I

ndia has cited security
and privacy issues to reject Google’s plans to introduce Google Street View in
India. The app is designed
to provide 360-degree, panoramic and street-level imagery of cities and tourist
spots. The home ministry
took the decision in consultation with the defence and
other ministries. P 7

FM for 49% FDI
in pharma sector

T

he Centre has kicked off
consultations for a
fresh round of liberalisation of FDI rules, with the
finance ministry suggesting up to 49% overseas flows
be allowed in pharmaceutical companies via the automatic route. P 17

Kolkata: April was indeed
the cruellest month this summer for Kolkata. In a major
climatic departure, May has
been cooler than April by almost three degrees. While the
mean maximum temperature in April was 34.5 degrees, it
dropped to 31.7 degrees in
May. Baffled weathermen see
this reversal in weather pattern as yet another example
of rising fluctuations in the
climate of the region.
A 20-year analysis of the
city’s weather puts the average mean temperature (maximum) of April at 30.2 degrees,
which rises to 30.7 degrees in
May, the hottest month of the
year. “But this year, April has
been warmer than May,
which has rarely happened in
the past. In Kolkata, the mercury starts rising in early

Eden
Ronaldo

Opening Match Tonight:

France vs Romania (12.15am)

Subhro Niyogi &
Saikat Ray TNN

Christians At
80% But 1 In 4
Without Jobs

AT 88%, JAINS ARE AT THE TOP
Share of students in 5-19 age group
in 2011 (%)

Subodh.Varma@timesgroup.com

I

ndia’s student population
in the 5-19 age group has increased by 30% between
2001 and 2011 but the rise is
unevenly distributed among
religious communities, with
lagging sections playing
catch up.
Among Muslims, the
number of students surged
by 44%, and within that, girls
recorded a staggering 53% rise. As a result, students now
make up 63% of this age group among Muslims. This is
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still behind the 73% among
Hindus and 88% in Jains —
the highest student ratio in
the 5-19 age bracket. The
Jains are followed by Christians, at 80%.
Details of student popula-

tions and employment among various religious communities are available in freshly
released Census data.
In the 20-29 age group, the
share of those seeking work
was 20% for the country as a

PM GETS A RIDE, DINNER & NSG VOTE

PTI

whole. Among Christian youth, unemployment was strikingly higher at 26%. This is
worrying because Christians
were the highest educated
community in the last Census, with 71% of the 5-19 years
age group studying.
Religious communities
that had embraced education
more widely in the past, like
the Christians, Sikhs, and
Jains, understandably show
much smaller changes since
the last Census in 2001. In fact,
among Jains, there is a 10%
decline in the number of students, a result of slow population growth, leading to fewer
children in the studying age
group though the student-population ratio is the highest.
2% working part-time, P 9

Will Rajnath be
BJP’s face in
UP elections?

W

Mexican president Enrique Pena Nieto drives PM Modi for dinner in Mexico City on Wednesday. Soon after
Nieto announced his country’s support for India’s membership in the Nuclear Suppliers Group, the two
leaders shared bean tacos at Quintonil, which is rated among the world’s top 50 restaurants | P 14

AIDS deaths in
India down by
55% since 2007
Sushmi.Dey@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Deaths caused
by AIDS in the country dropped by nearly 55% in the past
eight years, whereas new
HIV infections came down
by 66% since 2000.
In 2007, India had recorded 1,48,309 such deaths; in
2015, the figure
stood at just
67,600, according
to latest statistics
presented by health minister J P
Nadda at an ongoing high-level
United Nations
meeting in New
York to evaluate
implementation
of the AIDS control programme. Globally, such deaths declined by 41% between
2005 and 2015.
Between 2000 and 2015,
new HIV infections in India
dropped by 66% — from 2.51
lakh to 86,000 — compared to
a global fall of just 35%.
The UN General Assem-

bly has proposed to fasttrack implementation of
AIDS control strategies to
end the epidemic across the
world by 2030. Endorsing the
proposal, Nadda said countries must adopt the target
and collaboratively work to
achieve it.
“India, which faced the
spectre of disastrous consequences on account of
AIDS epidemic
15 years back, has
been able to manage the challenge effectively,” Nadda told
the UN meeting.
“Targeted interventions based
on close collaboration and
empowerment of communities and civil society with
appropriate funding from
the government have helped
deliver key life-saving services to the affected population,” he said.
Funds crunch, P 9

Build toilets at
Metro stations,
NHRC tells rlys
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Kolkata: The National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
has asked the Railway Board to
instal toilets for commuters at
all Metro stations in Kolkata.
Railway minister Suresh Prabhu, who was in the city on
Thursday, has assured that the
issue is being looked into.
“Steps will be taken to implement the NHRC’s directives,”
the minister said.
‘Stance not justified’, P 5
The NHRC directive comes
after months of persuasion by
rights group APDR, which moved the commission in 2014
complaining that the absence
of washrooms on Metro trains
and stations was inconveniencing passengers, especially senior citizens, women, children
and the ailing.
The Railway Board argued
that Metro trains did not have
toilet facilities since its inception as it is a rapid transit system where the waiting time is
short due to frequency of trains and short travel time. It
further told the NHRC that
public toilets at the stations
was not feasible due to non-availablity of space and difficulty
in disposal of discharges.

May cooler than April by 3 degrees
Prithvijit.Mitra@timesgroup.com

Pele Interview: Legend Pele
previews Euro 2016 in an
exclusive interview to TOI.
His money is on Germany

FULL COVERAGE: P 19, 20, 21

Student population rises 30%, Mayor wants to open up
Muslims beat nat’l average wetlands for dvpt projects

A

Xavier’s, RKM to
offer PhD progs

EPAPER.TIMESOFINDIA.COM

Germany
New Hope: Belgium

Ministers fight
over nilgai killing

spat broke out between
women and child development minister Maneka
Gandhi and environment
minister Prakash Javadekar over culling of ‘nilgais’
(blue bulls) in Bihar, with
Maneka slamming the killings as a “massacre” and Javadekar defending the action saying the decision
was in accordance to existing law. Over 200 nilgais are
being culled in Bihar’s Mokama area to prevent crop
damage. P 11

|

Favourites: France,

The European Championship, a month-long feast of
football, kicks off in Paris tonight. All eyes will be on
hosts France as they set the ball rolling against Romania
at the Stade de France — 210 days after suicide bombers
trying to enter the same venue triggered a night of
horror that left 130 people dead across the city

HOW ERRATIC WAS THIS SUMMER
Mean April temp | 34.5°

Mean May temp| 31.7°

Why April was hotter?

Why May was cooler?

➤ City received just 1 nor’wester

➤ City received as
many as 9 nor’westers

➤ Scorching westerly
winds from central India
and Chhotanagpur
plateau pushed
mercury up
➤ They prevented
moisture inﬂow
from Bay of Bengal

➤ Westerly winds
turned weak,
allowing
moisture to
ﬂow in from
the Bay of
Bengal

➤ High-pressure
belt that supplies
moisture moved
out to the sea

➤ High-pressure
belt that supplies
moisture moved
back into land

April and peaks by the end of
the month. But it is in May
that the maximum temperature is consistently in the
high-30s and occasionally
crosses the 40-degree mark.

This time, the mercury leapt
across the 40 degree-mark in
the second week of April and
remained there for five days
on the trot, leading to a heatwave. This was indeed unusu-

al,” said G C Debnath, deputy
director general, meteorology, of Regional Meteorological Centre, Alipore.
It was the scorching westerly wind blowing in from
central India and the Chhotanagpur plateau which was responsible for this reversal,
explains Debnath. “The wind
was strong and kept flowing
into south Bengal relentlessly, cutting out moisture-incursion from the Bay of Bengal which usually happens in
April. Without the influx of
sufficient moisture, thunderclouds could not form, even
though other conditions were
favourable,” he said. Kolkata
witnessed just one nor’wester in April, keeping the mercury mercilessly high.
And then, the weather
changed dramatically in May.
Central India weather, P 5

ith just three days to go
for BJP’s national executive meet in Allahabad, speculation escalated that home minister Rajnath Singh could
play the “lead role” in the party’s campaign for the UP polls.
Although the party has steadfastly refrained from spelling out if it plans to project anyone as its CM candidate, there
was insistent buzz that the brass could consider giving Singh,
a former UP CM, a prominent
role in the campaign even if it
does not necessarily declare
him to be its choice for the top
political office in the state.
The party will tread cautiously in UP because of the caste
divisions which define the
state. P 13

Kolkata: Less than four weeks
after taking charge as state environment minister, Sovan
Chatterjee — who is also Kolkata mayor — on Thursday said he wants to alter the status of
the wetlands to the east of
EM Bypass to take up development projects.
The East Kolkata Wetlands, spread over 12,500 acres,
are protected under the international Ramsar Convention,
to which India is a signatory.
Speaking to TOI, Chatterjee reasoned that development projects were “as important to the
city as environment conservation”. Pointing to the Dhapa
dumpyard, which is in the heart of the Ramsar site and has
become overburdened and prone to disaster, the mayor said
an alternative site was available right next to it but could not

WHY WETLANDS ARE IMPORTANT
➤ Naturally
treats 600
million litres of
sewage daily
➤ As a natural
soakpit, saves
city from
waterlogging
Area

12,500
hectare

Listed as
Ramsar site

2002

➤ 13,000
tonne of ﬁsh
produced here

be used due to the restrictions
imposed by the Ramsar tag.
“One cannot ignore the legitimate requirements of a city
and blindly follow environmental restrictions because
someone decided to go to an international body with the wetland map and get a huge chunk
of land demarcated for protection. If a disaster happens at
Dhapa, won’t it harm the environment?” the mayor argued.

annually
➤ 55,000 tonne
of vegetable
grown here
annually
➤ 2,500 tonne
of garbage is
dumped daily
➤ Provides
livelihood to
100,000 persons

Scientists and environment activists were dumbfounded when they learnt
of Chatterjee’s plans. Bonani
Kakkar of Public, whose
PIL in Calcutta high court in
1991 led to the landmark judgment that secured the wetlands, said loss of this fragile
ecosystem would be apocalyptic for Kolkata.
Green concern, P 4

Centre moves on holding
LS, state polls together
Pradeep.Thakur
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The move to
synchronise state and Lok Sabha elections has gathered momentum, with the government
setting up a committee in the
law ministry to study its feasibility to break the current cycle
of assembly polls being held
every year, sometimes more
than once.
The committee is likely to
complete a report by July for
the Cabinet to take a decision
before an all-party discussion
is initiated. The exercise is intended to initiate the process by

‘ 9,000cr SPEND‘
➤ The Election Commission
is agreeable to simultaneous
polls, estimating a spend of
9,000cr for the exercise
➤ Govt hopeful of holding
all-party talks and
enacting constitutional
amendments before end
of the NDA govt’s term
➤ General & state elections
were combined in 1952 and
1957 but separated in 1967
enacting constitutional amendments before the 2019 LS polls.
The law ministry has the

concurrence of the Election
Commission, which has estimated an expenditure of over
Rs 9,000 crore for such a huge
exercise. But this might be less
than the cumulative cost of holding separate state polls in batches as an annual occurrence.
“The PM is very keen to
hold elections to assemblies
and Parliament together. A
committee was set up a monthand-a-half ago and has been given a deadline of three months
to complete its report,” law minister Sadananda Gowda told
TOI on Wednesday.
‘Impedes governance’, P 9
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Delhi cops on trail of Centre boost for Joka-BBD Bag Metro
ON FAST TRACK
Kolkata kidney doc
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Palace For Kingpin,
Peanuts For Father
Dwaipayan Ghosh & Sujay Khanra

DIRTY BUSINESS

TNN

Kolkata/Kharagpur: Alleged kidney racket
kingpin T Rajkumar Rao had raised his monthly contribution to his family from Rs 5,000 to only Rs 7,000 after coming to know that his father,
Venkat, had suffered a heart attack. He did so after two elder brothers — one an auto driver and
the other a security guard — pleaded with him
to help them out.
Back at Rajarhat, he had built for himself a
palatial building (in pic), spending over Rs 1
crore, and ensured that his son went to one of
the top schools of south Kolkata. His monthly
earnings stood at Rs 8 lakh and he usually preferred planes to trains. And whenever he went
to the neighbourhood barber, he used to spend
more than Rs 1,000, and gave cabbies generous
tips of Rs 500, said a source. According to Delhi
Police, he owns three houses in Kolkata.
The questioning of Rao has revealed that five well-known nephrologists and three pathology lab officials were invited to his wedding
anniversary party. The other suspect arrested
from Baguiati — Dipak Kar — has revealed how
he had arranged for 13 donors till the end of 2013
from north Bengal. At least one of these nephrologists was in touch with Dipak, say police
Delhi cops may visit the city to look into the
kidney transplant details of a hospital off EM
Bypass and find this doctor, who’s said to be Rao’s ‘mentor’. Two other hospitals in Kolkata are
under the scanner. Unfortunately for the probe,
Rao disposed of three iPhones that had details
of his kidney empire in Kolkata when he was
fleeing to Tirupati a month ago.
All the accused from Kolkata said it was Rao
who prepared fake documents through a racket
operating from Rajarhat. The Bidhannagar police have launched a separate probe in to it.
Rao has reportedly said that in the last eight
years, nine donors were from Bengal. Delhi police, however, pegs this number at over 15. Most
of the targets were from Alipurduar and Jalpaiguri. “It was an offer they couldn’t refuse. The
four kidney donors arrested by Delhi Police so

 T Rajkumar Rao is the kingpin of a kidney
racket based in Delhi, Kolkata, Coimbatore,
Jalandhar, Kanpur, Sri Lanka and Nepal. So far,
10 persons have been arrested including 4
donors and 2 PAs of 2 nephrologists
 In simultaneous operations, Delhi Police has
also arrested three others from Kanpur, Uttar
Pradesh and Siliguri in West Bengal in connection with this case
 The Delhi Police will bring the main middleman, Aseem Sikdar, to West Bengal to further investigate the case
 So far, only cases at a hospital in Delhi are
being investigated, but officials claim that
other hospitals will also be brought under the
probe ambit. 5 doctors in Kolkata are now
under the scanner
far had the same stories to tell. Arrested racketeer Debashish Maulik’s wife, Moumita, donated her kidney for Rs 4 lakh to seek divorce from
Debashish and marry another accused, Aseem,” said police.
At Rao’s ancestral house in Kharagpur’s
Malancha, where he was born, his mother Rama Bai said they have little contact since he left
for Hyderabad seven years ago. “He never told
us what he was doing. We had no idea he had
married a girl from Kolkata or that he had sold
one of his kidneys. He last visited Kharagpur
on December 29, 2015, when his father had a heart attack,” she said. Both of Rao’s present address at Rajarhat and his ancestral house at Kharagpur are named ‘Seven Hills’. “It’s due to the
belief we have in our Guru at Saptagiri in
Andhra Pradesh,” said Rama.

Kolkata docs encourage
donors from family
Sumati.Yengkhom
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Wary of kidney
rackets, doctors in Kolkata
have switched to a transplantation mode that makes it difficult for racketeers to get
past the laws.
Swap transplant — where a living kidney donor is incompatible with the recipient, and so exchanges kidneys with another donor/recipient pair — is not
encouraged. Instead, doctors here prefer the ‘ABO incompatible transplant’ —
where new technology has
made transplantation successful even when the blood
types don’t match, making
kidney queues shorter.
This change came after a
rap from Calcutta high court
over a year ago. “Of late,
ABO incompatible transplant is emerging a viable option despite being more expensive. Since 2013, we have
conducted about 66 such
transplants,” said Deepak
Shankar Ray, nephrology head at Rabindranath Tagore
International Institute of
Cardiac Sciences (RTIICS).
In ABO incompatible
transplant, if a family member wants to donate a kidney
but the blood group does not
match, the antibodies from

CHECKING ILLEGAL KIDNEY TRADE
¥ The recipient and donor
must be from the same state
¥ An SDO has to certify
the domicile and relation
between the donor and
recipient after a video
interview
¥ Once the hospital gets
the certiﬁcate, donor
undergoes tests to check
whether he can donate
¥ The hospital then sends
the papers to the state organ
transplant authorization
committee at Swasthya
Bhawan
¥ The panel either permits
or denies the hospital to
conduct the transplant
depending on their ﬁndings
the donor can be neutralized
with medication before the
transplant to reduce the risk
of rejection.
This hits the racketeers
because a patient doesn’t have to wait for a compatible
donor. “Every year, there is
the need for around 2 lakh
kidney transplants in India
but only 7,000 happen due to
scarcity of donors,” said Rajendra Pandey, nephrology
head at SSKM Hospital.
“Unless cadaver dona-

¥ In case the donor and
recipient are from another
state, say from Odisha,
the West Bengal organ
transplant authorization
committee clears the case
only after getting an NoC
from the Odisha government
tion starts making a mark,
illegal organ trade will
go on,” said Pratim Sengupta, nephrologist at Belle
Vue clinic.
“We encourage spousal
donation to rule out foul play.
Whenever have to conduct
unrelated transplant we consider that only after a go ahead from the state organ
transplant
authorization
committee,” said Arupratan
Dutta, chief nephrologist at
Fortis Hospital Anandapur.

Kolkata: Railway minister
Suresh Prabhu gave the city’s
Metro projects a much-needed
push on Thursday by thrashing out issues with chief minister Mamata Banerjee, who
had announced the maximum
number of projects for Bengal
as the railway minister in
2010-11, including the JokaBBD Bag stretch.
The CM, who held a joint
press conference with Prabhu
at Nabanna, requested him to
send a central team to expedite ongoing projects. Prabhu
said, “The first phase of the
Joka-BBD Bag project will be
flagged off soon.”
Officials accompanying
Parbhu said the finance ministry has given its nod to build
tracks along the Taratala Mint
for this project.
Prabhu has “promised” to
persuade the defence ministry to allow construction of a
station on its land at Mominpore. This is the last big hurdle
for the project. Mamata said,
“I request Prabhuji to send a
team to see the ongoing pro-

Joka-BBD Bag
¥ Length | 14.21km

¥ Completion year | 2020
¥ Bottleneck | Still needs
24 hec for depots
¥ Needs 2500 sq m Army
land for Mominpore Stn

New Garia –
Airport

Smart Move

¥ Bottleneck |
Rehabilitation of 400
families

Noapara – Airport
¥ Length | 6.24km
¥ Completion year | 2019
¥ Bottleneck |
Rehabilitation of 643
families

¥ Length | 29.10km

East-West Metro

¥ Completion year | 2020

¥ Length | 16.5km

¥ Bottleneck | Low-lying
area for depot yet to be
ﬁlled up

¥ Completion year | 2019

Suresh Prabhu with Mamata Banerjee

¥ Bottleneck | Yet to get
ASI clearance

¥ The process of launching a
common smart card for commuters
of multi- modal transport system
was discussed. The integrated
urban transport system will come
up in Kolkata on the lines of the one
operational in Mumbai

¥ 4 multi-storeyed
buildings at Mahishbathan

¥ Smart card can be used as a single
ticket for buses, metros and suburban
trains ﬁtted with card readers

Noapara–
Dakshineshwar

¥ Bengal has started working on it
¥ It will particularly help commuters
of Metro who get down at Kavi
Subhas station and take EMU trains
from New Garia

¥ Length | 6.2km
¥ Completion year | 2018
jects so that work can be put on
the fast-track.”
The minister stressed on

increasing rail infrastructure
in Bengal, saying his ministry
has increased budgetary allo-

cation for the purpose. “The
idea is to re-develop the existing infrastructure and incre-

ase it in the state. We have already increased the share of investment in the state.”
A K Mittal, member (engineering), Railway Board, informed that the Plan outlay
was increased from Rs 34,000
crore in 2015-16 to Rs 49,000 crore in 2016-17, of which around
Rs 4,000 crore has been allotted to projects in Bengal. Prabhu said the Centre has prioritized Bengal as a strategic location.
The Union minister also
talked about developing an integrated transport system —
one of Mamata Banerjee’s favourite projects that was floated after her visit to London. A
smart card will reduce the waiting time while switching
over different modes of public
transport.
But, mayor Sovan Chatterjee accused the railways of not
using Rs 5 crore allocated to it
by the Bengal government for
dredging a part of Manikhali
canal near Santoshpur railway station. At a meeting in
Howrah, Prabhu talked about
improving
infrastructure
through joint ventures.

Prabhu wants seamless policing by RPF, GRP
TOI

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Kolkata: Railway minister Suresh
Prabhu on Thursday asked the Railway Protection Force (RPF) and Government Railway Police (GRP) to join
hands for seamless policing on rail
premises.
Prabhu, who also met chief minister Mamata Banerjee at Nabanna and
was all praises for her, initially evaded
questions on the state’s law and order.
It was only when reporters referred to the encroachment on railway
premises that the Union minister gave
a piece of mind. “Allowing encroachment on any public property, including the railways, goes against public
interest. Since law and order is a state
subject, according to the Constitution,
I appeal to all state governments to look into the problem of encroachment,” he said.
The words are particularly significant as the Baruipur railway station
was on boil last Saturday when the

Tenant held
for Jorasanko
murder
Kolkata: Four days after a 75year-old businessman, Khurshid Alam, was murdered at
his residence in Jorasanko,
the homicide wing of the detective department arrested
his 21-year-old tenant, Sajjad.
Police said the accused,
who was on the run, was nabbed on a specific tip-off. Cops
said they have evidence that
the two recently had an argument but the exact motive behind the murder is yet to be established. Tenant-owner dispute over property have been
cited as likely motives.
“We found that Sajjad had
several cuts on his body. We took him to a forensic expert
who said these marks are similar to those found on
Alam’s body. We have also found nail marks on the body
that suggest that Alam had tried to resist him. We are taking
him to doctors and experts to
establish our claim. We are in
the process of recovering the
victim’s mobile based on the
statements of Sajjad,” said
the police. TNN

Baruipur station was on the boil last Saturday after RPF and GRP tried to evict hawkers.
The railways had said it did not get much support from the state administration

RPF tried to evict hawkers who have
“illegally” set up shops on the station
premises. A railway official was assaulted, allegedly by a mob of hawkers, and bombs were hurled near the
station. The 1,000-odd hawkers pledged loyalty to the Indian National Trinamool Trade Union Congress (INTTUC), the ruling party’s labour wing.

The state government accused RPF of
going ahead with the eviction drive despite being advised not to do so.
“The railways has two arms to
tackle law and order — the RPF and
GRP — and the latter is under the state
government’s control. Though, railways bears half the cost,” the railway
minister said, adding, “If there is any

law and order issue, it has to go to the
GRP. Let us create one seamless policing system for the RPF and GRP. We
are working on this system wherein
GRP and RPF can work in tandem.”
Prabhu has been pointing out that
the dual responsibility system involving the GRP and RPF has created glitches for railways in providing seamless security to passengers.
There are cases where passengers
were unable to lodge complaints of
theft or other crimes because of state
boundary issues. Prabhu has written
letters to all chief ministers seeking
their consent for amending the RPF
Act, 1957 to empower the RPF and reducing the role of GRP.
After meeting Mamata, the minister said, “She (Mamata) was a very
successful railway minister and her
government has been extending all cooperation for implementation of various projects.” Mamata said: “We
share a good relationship with each
other.”

Green concern over wetlands
Continued from P 1

E

nvironmentalist Bonani
Kakkar said, “The East
Kolkata Wetlands treat
sewage free of cost and prevent Kolkata from inundation
during monsoon. The wetlands also ensure that the city’s cost of living remains low
as it meets a quarter of the population’s vegetable and fish
requirement.”
Mayor Sovon Chatterjee,
however, questions the very
logic of demarcating the area
to the east of EM Bypass as
wetlands while marshes of similar nature to the west are
kept outside its purview.
“How can a road determine
which land is to be protected
and which is not? While there
is unbridled construction on
one side of EM Bypass, nothing is allowed on the other side. This is illogical,” he said.
If need be, the mayor said,
he will even push for a change
in legislation so that “important civic projects” within the
EKW precincts can be cleared.
In fact, Chatterjee has even
initiated a discussion on this
issue at the mayor-in-council
meeting earlier this week.

UNDER THREAT
Airport

Salt Lake

Rajarhat

N

Kolkata
Bhangar

Bonani Kakkar |
ENVIRONMENTALIST

Park
Street
Bantala
Tiljala
East Kolkata Baruipur
Wetlands
Agriculture
Rural settlement
Urban settlement
EM
Productive farming
Bypass
Water Channel
Though there have been
several encroachments and illegal filling of bheris or fish
farms in the sprawling
marshlands, the only official
project that has happened there is the Dhapa water treatment plant near Science City.
Its commissioning was, however, held up for months as environment activists went to
Supreme Court challenging

This will be an
absolute disaster for
Kolkata. The East Kolkata
Wetlands are the natural
kidneys of the city and are
a huge carbon sink

How can a road
determine which
land is to be protected
and which is not? While
there is unbridled
construction on one side
of EM Bypass, nothing is
allowed on the other side.
This is illogical
Sovan Chatterjee |

the “encroachment”.
Scientist A K Ghosh, who
had showcased the wise use of
EKW at the Kyoto environment summit in 1997, fears
that any change in status would open the floodgates for
landsharks.
Ecologist
Dhrubajyoti
Ghosh, who had provided the
map on the basis of which Justice Umesh Chandra Banerjee

MAYOR

had declared the wetlands inviolate in 1992, said the government needed to act with
caution and physically demarcate the boundary of
EKW, put in place a proper management plan and set up an
interpretation centre to explain the importance of the wetlands to citizens instead of
“paving the way for its encroachment”.

TE3N is a whodunit that’s worth a watch
CINEMA OF THE WEEK
TE3N (Thriller)

★★★1/2

Cast: Amitabh Bachchan, Nawazuddin Siddiqui,
Vidya Balan (special appearance)
Direction: Ribhu Dasgupta
Duration: 2 hours 17 minutes
Language: Hindi (U/A)
58888 code: ten
■ John Biswas’ (Bachchan) life is torn apart when

his young granddaughter Angela Roy is kidnapped. Though Martin (Nawazuddin), the police
inspector who handled the case has quit, John refuses to do so. Eight years after her disappearance,
a similar kidnapping puts the spotlight back on
the case. John, Martin and a new Inspector Sarita
Sarkar (Vidya Balan) begin their hunt for the
criminal. What is intriguing is that the modus
operandi seems to be similar to the Angela case.

who recently bagged the National Award for his
role as the cantankerous elder in Piku, is
superlative. Having mastered every mannerism
of a senior citizen, whether it is the mouth-agape
expression or looking over the rim of his
spectacles, his nuances are spot on. And that isn’t
the only aspect of the film that is right.
The plot starts with introducing the audience
to the eight-year-old kidnapping case through a
conversation between John and investigating
officer Sarita (Vidya is dynamic). And its strength
is that it never wavers from around its three
principal characters—the granddad, cop and
priest, each of whom is involved with the case for
reasons of their own.
What is also impressive is that the mystery is
kept alive right through. As the jigsaw puzzle falls

B

AVERAGE ★★

SMS

YOUR MOVIE
REVIEWS/RATINGS
Type rev <space> short code of movie as
given under each movie name <space> your
name <space> your rating (choose from 1,
1.5, 2, 2.5, 3, 3.5, 4, 4.5 or 5). <space> add
your comments and send to 58888 e.g. rev
ten neha 3 super movie

58888

ased on the Korean film Montage, Te3n is a
whodunit that is simple in its intention but
clever in its execution. The disappearance
of an abducted child has turned two people’s lives
upside down; one is that of John and the second
is that of Martin (Nawaz, who is flawless as a
policeman-turned-padre seeking atonement).
With dogged determination, John makes it his
life’s mission to resolve his granddaughter’s
abduction and murder. Nothing will stop him —
not old age, an erratic scooter or his care-giver
duties to his wheelchair-bound wife. Bachchan,

RATING POOR ★
SCALE

into place, the protagonists’ feelings towards the
situation and themselves fall into place, keeping
the viewers pleasantly engaged with the plot and
the people.
The film’s ability to maintain the suspense
right till the end makes it a must-watch for those
who like whodunits. However, a better pace could
have lifted this film a notch higher.
— Meena Iyer

●

Codes for movies

TE3N (ten)

● Warcraft

(war)

To read/rate the movie, you can also go to
review.timesofindia.com

Direction: 3/5 | Dialogues: 3/5
Story: 3.5/5 | Music: 3/5
Visual Appeal: 3.5/5
Our rating is not the average of the above

WATCHABLE ★★★

GOOD ★★★

VERY GOOD ★★★★

Warcraft (Adventure/Fantasy) ★★

Cast: Travis Fimmel, Paula Patton, Ben
Foster, Dominic Cooper, Toby Kebbell, Ben
Schnetzer, Robert Kazinsky, Daniel Wu
Direction: Duncan Jones
Duration: 2 hour 3 minutes
Language: English (U/A)
58888 code: war
■ The orcs (warrior beasts), in the hope of a

new world, move to Azeroth. It is controlled
by an evil wizard named Fel who draws
power from human souls. The wizard
prompts his army of orcs to conquer more
lands and get more human prisoners. Will
there be an end to this havoc?

I

f the trailer of Warcraft gave you the faintest hope that the film will be a welcome break
from Hollywood’s usual fare of uninspired
screen adaptations of video games, by the climax, you’ll know it was all wishful thinking.
The over-plotted narrative takes you through
the troubled lives of orcs who are forced to wage
a war against humans.
The film wastes too much time conjuring up
the parallel worlds. There is magic, wizards,
spells, majestic birds and mystical places.
Director Duncan Jones is every bit sincere,
doing his best to find the film an emotional
anchor. There is a tender story between an orc
and his pregnant wife right at the beginning
which starts off this tale on a moving note. But
the earnestness wears out soon.

VERY GOOD +★★★★

Don’t be surprised if its non-human
characters steal your heart over the human ones.
Orc chieftain Durotan is the most likeable one
in the movie. He lives for his honour and doesn’t
believe in his clan’s savage ways. There is also
a knight who is completely devoted to protecting
his kingdom and a friendly wizard who turns
evil and must be controlled by a novice.
These are interesting sub-plots that are
plagued by melodrama. From a father-son ego
tussle to a mushy orc-human unrequited love
story, every trick in the book has been used to
evoke tears. Despite the sincerity, the film suffers
from the lack of a solid screenplay, which is silly
in parts with a persistently stale feel to it. You
wish the writers had invested half as much in
the writing as they did in creating good CG
visuals. How can you save a story that lacks soul?
This dreadfully boring film ends with the
hope of a sequel. It’s time to introduce the
makers to John Lennon. ‘Make love, not war…’
— Mohar Basu

OUTSTANDING ★★★★★
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City NGO worker abducted in Kabul, Your job is to certify, not
Taliban suspected, govt assures help censor films: HC to CBFC
Judith D’Souza ‘WE ASKED HER NOT TO GO, BUT SHE DIDN’T LISTEN’
➤ Kolkata resident Judith
Judith D’Souza
Was To Return
D’Souza, 40, abducted
➤ Completed schooling from
militants
Loreto Sealdah in 1995
Home Next Week byfromsuspected
outside her office in
Zeeshan.Jawed@timesgroup.com

Kolkata/New Delhi: NGO
worker Judith D’Souza from
Kolkata, working with The Aga
Khan Foundation in Afghanistan, was abducted by gunmen
suspected to be Taliban militants from Kabul’s Qala-e-Fatullah area while returning from
dinner on Thursday night.
Forty-year-old Judith’s father, Denzil D’Souza, said the family had received information
that three people — Judith, a security guard and the driver of
her vehicle — were abducted.
Judith, described by friends
as “very kind and very brave”,
was working on a gender equality project in Kabul. Her father,
who is recovering from a heart
attack, took a telephone call at
1.35am that informed him of the
developments.
“An official of the Indian
embassy said she was returning home after dinner when
three people kidnapped her.
There is no other information
after that,” D’Souza told TOI. “I

Gas leak on
warship kills
sailor, civilian

A

sailor and a civilian
worker were killed on
Friday in a gas leak on board the country’s largest
warship, INS Vikramaditya, which is undergoing a
refit at the Karwar naval base in Karnataka. The accident took place around 5pm
when workers were replacing a pipe in the sewage
treatment plant located
among the lowermost compartments of the 20-storey
tall aircraft carrier. Four of
them lost consciousness after inhaling toxic fumes
and two died soon after at
the naval hospital, an officer said. P 12

Dabholkar case:
Mum doc held

C

BI arrested Dr Virendrasinh Tawade, an
ENT specialist, in Navi
Mumbai on
Friday in connection with the murder of rationalist Narendra Dabholkar — the first
arrest in the case. The 48year-old is a member of Sanatan Sanstha, CBI sources
said. Dabholkar was shot
dead on August 20, 2013. P 12

NIA: IS for J&K
under ‘caliphate’

T

he IS wants Kashmir
under the caliphate,
rather than Pakistan or jihadi groups like Lashkar-eTaiba, web chats of its
members from India and
other countries have revealed, the NIA chargesheet against IOC official
Mohd Sirajuddin says. P 12

WBJEE shuns
transparency

T

he West Bengal JEE
Board has decided
against uploading answer
scripts — engineering as
well as medical — on their
website this year. The announcement has taken candidates by surprise as it’s
contrary to the CBSE decision to upload answer
scripts of NEET I and II and
JEE Main. P 2

➤ Studied English at St Xavier’s
College. Graduated in 1999

downtown Kabul on Thursday
night. Driver and security
guard also taken away

➤ Studied in College of Social
Work, Mumbai University

➤ A senior technical adviser
in Aga Khan Foundation, she
works for uplift of women and
children in the war-ravaged
nation. No outfit has owned up
and no ransom demand has
been made yet

UNSAFE IN AF
➤ Indian priest Alexis P
Kumar was abducted in Herat
in June 2014. He was freed
the next year
➤ Taliban shot Bengali
author Sushmita Banerjee,
who was married to an
Afghan, in Sharana in 2013
want my daughter back,” he
sobbed. Judith’s sister Agnes
told a news agency, “External
affairs minister Sushma Swaraj rang up and spoke to me and
assured that the government
was making all-out efforts to
bring her back.” Judith was to
return home next week.
No outfit has claimed re-

➤ Worked in the social sector
in Mumbai, New Delhi, Kolkata,
Bhubaneshwar and Pondicherry
➤ Is a fan of Shah Rukh Khan;
completely hooked on ‘Friends’
We had asked her
(Judith) not to go
there but she did not listen
to us
—AGNES I JUDITH’S SISTER
She is your sister and India’s
daughter. We are doing
everything to rescue her
Judith’s father waits anxiously
—SUSHMA SWARAJ TO AGNES for news at their CIT Road home
sponsibility for the abduction
yet. Indian establishments and
citizens have been targeted in
Afghanistan in the past, often
by terrorist groups working at
the behest of Pakistan. Thursday’s kidnapping comes days after PM Narendra Modi pledged
India’s support to Afghanistan
after inaugurating a dam.

conservation and use of wetlands

Kolkata: Mayor and environment minister Sovan Chatterjee wants the East Kolkata Wetlands to be removed from Ramsar — an international convention that lists wetlands of
global importance — because
Kolkata Municipal Corporation was not consulted in the
listing process.
“The land to the east of EM
Bypass that is demarcated as
EKW is required for several infrastructure projects that
KMC has in its roadmap for the
city. The entire stretch of EKW
along the Bypass is under KMC
jurisdiction. The civic body also owns large tracts of land
where farmers now grow paddy and vegetables. I don’t see
why we cannot pay the farmers
and take over land for the pro-

➤ It is named after the city
of Ramsar in Iran, where the
convention was signed in 1971
➤ India acceded to the convention TOI reported on Friday the
on Feb 1, 1982. It currently has 26
mayor’s plan to open up
sites designated as Ramsar sites
the wetlands
jects. We want EKW’s Ramsar
listing to be reviewed as KMC
was not consulted when it was
done,” Chatterjee said.
While Chatterjee as mayor
is worried about the adverse
impact of the Ramsar listing
on KMC projects, he appears to
shun the fact that the very proposal was mooted by the environment department that he
now heads. “By questioning
the status of EKW, Chatterjee
is raising doubts over the judgment of his own department in
securing the wetlands,” said lawyer and former mayor Bi-

5 to spend life in jail for
rape of Danish tourist
Sana Shakil@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Five men convicted of abducting, robbing and
raping a 52-year-old Danish
woman here in 2014 were sentenced to life imprisonment
till death by a trial court
on Friday.
The men behaved “inhumanly” to satisfy their lust,
the court said, and therefore,
deserved no leniency for their
“barbaric and cruel” act.
The woman, a tourist, could have died such was the
brutality of the sexual assault, the court observed. The
court agreed with the prosecution that a strong message

Rivals beat Gurgaon
bar worker to death

A

21-year-old woman who
worked in a Gurgaon bar
bled to death on the road early
on Friday after a woman, along
with three men, thrashed her
during a brawl. Police said the
fight was triggered by
professional rivalry. All four
were arrested. P 12

needed to be sent to society as
crimes like these ruin the country’s reputation.
‘Stigma on nation’, P 13

M

agician PC Sorcar was
on Friday questioned
by CBI officials over some
transactions with Ponzi
firm Tower Group. Sorcar,
who was grilled for around
three hours at the CGO complex in Salt Lake, claimed
that he had submitted all
the necessary documents
the agency had asked for. P 2

kash Ranjan Bhattacharjee.
Back in 2002, when EKW
was declared a Ramsar site, the
KMC had a Trinamool Congress board led by Subrata Mukherjee, now the panchayat and
rural development minister.
One of the projects that
Chatterjee is particularly concerned about is a scientifically
designed waste dumping ground to replace Dhapa, a dump
site that got saturated years
ago and is currently functioning beyond capacity.
Cost compensation, P 4

Jawahar Bagh
govt records
missing

D

ays after Swadheen
Bharat Subhash Sena,
a Bose cult, was evicted
from Jawahar Bagh — in a
clash that left 29 dead —
revenue records of the 260acre park are nowhere to
be found. The papers are
needed to prove the government’s ownership.
Neither the tehsil nor
the Agra commissionerate, or, for that matter, the
revenue board’s office in
Lucknow, has them. Additional district magistrate
(Mathura) A K Awasthi
confirmed that the documents are indeed lost, reports Anuja Jaiswal. P 10

New Olympics row? Bopanna
chooses Myneni over Paes
TOI

Prajwal.Hegde@timesgroup.com

CBI questions
PC Sorcar

Judith had been to Afghanistan before and clearly liked
her assignment. “Kabul, sitting
in the slow fading sun, listening
to the azaan while the roses fill
the air with their sweet perfume... a perfect moment,” — this
was Judith’s last tweet about a
week ago.
“Our embassy is in touch

Shuns Own Govt WHAT IS RAMSAR?
➤ The Ramsar Convention is
Norms, Says KMC an
international treaty that
framework for national
Wasn’t Consulted provides
action & global cooperation for
TNN

Bengaluru: Rohan Bopanna, India’s top-ranked men’s
doubles player with a world
ranking of No. 10, has reportedly picked Saketh Myneni
(No. 125) as his doubles partner for the Rio Olympics.
While veteran Leander
Paes, at No. 46, is ranked
higher than Myneni, it’s no
secret that Bopanna and he
don’t exactly share a high
comfort level.
As for mixed doubles,

Leander (L) is ranked No.46 in
world doubles, Bopanna (R) No.10
and Myneni No.125

A

60-year-old ashram worker
was hacked to death by
suspected Islamists in Pabna,
Bangladesh, on Friday, the
second killing of a Hindu in
barely a week. Nityaranjan
Pandey was on his morning
walk when machete-wielding
attackers struck him in the
head and neck, killing him on
the spot. P 15

Pak made MHA babus
stay on during 26/11?

I

Mayor questions Ramsar
tag for Kolkata wetlands
Saikat Ray & Subhro Niyogi

Ashram worker
killed in Bangla

Sania Mirza is rumoured to
have conveyed to the All India
Tennis Association (AITA)
that she would prefer Bopanna as her partner.
Both calls are on expected
lines, despite Paes’ amazing
run in mixed doubles — in
which he has won four titles
from six majors in the past 18
months — and the fact that he
is the only Indian to win an
Olympic medal (bronze in the
1996 Atlanta Games).
AITA may pick Lee, P 19

t has come to light that
Islamabad hosts persuaded
then home secretary Madhukar Gupta and senior officials
to extend their stay by a day at
the hill retreat of Murree on
November 26, 2008. P 12

with senior Afghan authorities
and the government is in touch
with her family in Kolkata. All
efforts are being made by Afghan authorities to secure her
early release,” official sources
said in Delhi.
‘Excited to go back’, P 2
City prays, P 2

IIP shrinks by
0.8% in April

T

he country’s industrial
output contracted for
the first time in three
months in April (by 0.8%),
dragged down by the manufacturing sector and a sharp
decline in capital goods, consumer goods and non-durables. The manufacturing
sector shrank by 3.1%. P 17

‘Give Audience WHO SAID WHAT IN HC ON FRIDAY
HC JUDGE
CENSOR BOARD
The Remote, Let
Do you find the word ‘censor’
Use of words like ‘Punjab’ and
Them Decide’
anywhere in the law? Your
other cities is an attempt to show

Shibu.Thomas@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The Bombay high
court on Friday reminded the
Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) that it was empowered to primarily certify
films, even as the producers of
the film agreed to cut a scene
and add a disclaimer.
“Do you find the word ‘censor’ anywhere in the law?”
asked justices Satyaranjan
Dharmadhikari and Shalini
Phansalkar Joshi, pointing
out the term ‘censor board’
was coined by the media.
“Your power is to certify films
for screening. The public does
not require censoring, let
them decide if a movie is good
or bad. If you do not want to

power is to certify films for
screening. The public does
not require censoring

the state in a bad light....
It shows a sitting MLA distributing
packets of drugs to party workers

This attitude is not going to
work. Coming generations
will not be impressed. We
want creative people and
the film industry to survive

References to Punjab, abusive
words and other scenes integral
to the movie’s theme which
shows menace of drug use

FILM’S PRODUCERS

CUT! The producers have agreed to delete a scene
showing Shahid Kapoor urinating into the audience
at a concert. They will also add a disclaimer that
‘neither the filmmakers nor the actors support the
use of expletives & abuses by any section of society’
see something on TV, one uses
the remote. That remote you
should give to the public so
that they can decide whether
to switch off or not watch
something, on TV or films.”
The court has reserved its

order on the challenge to the
cuts ordered by the CBFC and
is likely to deliver its verdict
on June 13.

In a first, panel to list
RBI guv candidates

Kobad Ghandy
cleared of
terror charges

Rajeev.Deshpande
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In a break from
tradition, the government has
tasked a selection committee
headed by Cabinet secretary P
K Sinha with shortlisting candidates for Reserve Bank of India governor — a decision
that was earlier taken by the
Prime Minister in consultation with the finance minister.
In the past, chiefs of regulatory bodies, including insurance, pension and Sebi,
have been shortlisted by
search committees. But this is
the first time the RBI governor will be appointed similar-

ly, signalling a major shift in
government stance and ending the special treatment given to central bank chiefs.
The decision to route the
appointment through the financial sector regulatory appointment search committee
(FSRASC) seems intended to
Second Rajan term? P 17
cool speculation over Raghuram Rajan being considered
for a second term.
The FSRASC, set up last
year, had interviewed candidates for Sebi chief. In February, the government chose to
ignore its recommendation
and reappointed U K Sinha.

‘Undue publicity’, P 11
Ghose on ‘Punjab’, P 11

A

Delhi trial court on Friday acquitted alleged
Maoist ideologue Kobad
Ghandy of terror charges
under the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act, saying
the police failed to produce
any reliable
material
to
prove them,
reports Sana
Shakil. The
court convicted him in a case of forgery but ordered his
release as he has been in jail
since 2009. However, Ghandy, 68, will remain in jail as
he faces around a dozen more cases. P 13
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Wetland warriors
rue green slaughter
Experts: Half The DEVELOPMENT VS ENVIRONMENT
Encroachment
Salt Lake
Rajarhat
Happened In
Kolkata
Last 10 Years
Kolkata: For over three decades as a hidden agenda always enjoying political support,
the wetland area was subjected to ‘fill-up and build’ strategy euphemistically termed
‘development’. Dhrubajyoti
Ghosh, who has been closely
associated with the wetlands
to the east of Kolkata for
three-and-a-half decades, estimates a sixth of EKW has already been lost to nefarious
land sharks that enjoy political patronage.
“Such is the pressure on
EKW’s inhabitants, mostly
farmers and fishermen, that
they lost confidence about the
future of their livelihood there. Many are ready to leave at
the expense of whatever little

Bhangar

SAVE WETLANDS
bargain they can make with
local overlords. In essence,
there is no East Kolkata Wetlands any more,” he rued.
Ghosh, who undertook a
survey of EKW last year, could not trace over 60 waterbodies. “There were 264 water
bodies in 1998. During the survey, I found only 202. The remaining 62 had disappeared,” he said.
Of the 12,500 hectares
mapped as EKW in 1985, around 5,852.14 hectares comprised waterbody. Paddy is cultivated on 4,718.56 hectares

Wetlands
Baruipur
Agriculture
Rural settlement
Urban settlement
Productive farming
Water Channel
E M Bypass

2014
Satellite images showing landuse pattern of wetlands
between Mukundapur and
Nayabad in 2008 and 2014

* The rise in grey areas in the 2014 image indicates depletion of greenery which has been replaced by man-made structures

Total area of EKW

Agricultural land (paddy)

12,500 hectare

ANNUAL SERVICES COST

4,718.56 hectare

¥ Waste water treatment:

Waterbody

Farming area (vegetables)

602.78 hectare

¥

Settlement

Encroachment

¥

5,852.14 hectare
1,326.52 hectare

2,000 hectare

while vegetables are farmed
on 602.78 hectares. The remaining 1,326.52 hectares comprised settlements. Ghosh said
over 2,000 hectares have been
lost: either waterbodies have
been filled up or agricultural
land converted to houses.
The pressure is most acute along EM Bypass and Basanti Highway. In moujas like
Tardaha,
Chakkalarkhal,
Chowbaga, Karimpur, Kulberia, Bhagabanpur, Jagatpota,
Mukundapur, Atghara, Kharki, Pashchim Chowbagha
and Dharmatala Pachuria,
there is huge encroachment
pressure.
While encroachment in
the marshlands has happened over the years, the past
decade has witnessed unprecedented conversion of land
use and construction. Ecologists and activists associated

Rs 1,000 crore
Fish farming: Rs 200 crore
Agriculture: Rs 80 crore

¥ Carbon sink: Not computed yet

with the EKW believe more
than half the current encroachment has happened in the
past 10 years.
Bonani Kakkar, whose
PIL in 1991 against the state
proposal to construct a World
Trade Centre on 227-acre
marshland had led to the
landmark Calcutta high court judgment by Justice UC
Banerjee that paved the way
for the Ramsar honour, rues
the renewed attempt to ravage the wetlands. “We have been fighting for the wetland’s
survival for over two-and-ahalf decades. Governments
have changed but the mindset
against environment has not.
Environment is still viewed
as an obstacle to development. That EKW actually provides services worth crores of
rupees is never taken into account,” said Kakkar.

The cost of treating around 750 million litres of wastewater a day and producing
10,000 tonne fish and 36,500
tonne paddy and vegtables is
Rs 1,280 crore. There is in addition the value of the wetlands as a huge carbon sink.
Also, if the wetlands go, Kolkata will get inundated during monsoon as the city’s topography naturally inclines
to the east and the wetlands
accommodate the stormwater. “Instead, we will have
another New Town or something even smarter and will
drive out 100,000 locals from
their livelihood, a heritage
skill that was never rewarded, nor recognised. Of course, the city will lose its cooling
agent, will increasingly be
hotter and lose its rich wealth
of wetland biodiversity. Who
bothers?” Ghosh said.

Mayor wants land-cost compensation
Debobrata Shome

Continued from P1

M

ayor Sovon Chatterjee said, “The
KMC has World Bank, ADB and
Jaica (Japanese Agency for International Cooperation) projects that
have hit a wall due to paucity of land.
Why can’t we use the land that belongs
to KMC? If the Centre wants to keep it
the way it is, the land cost should be compensated to KMC so that the civic body
can purchase land elsewhere and carry
out the projects.”
Ecologist Dhrubajyoti Ghosh countered Chatterjee’s argument saying the
KMC never had a role in land-use plan.
As joint director of the state planning
board in 1985, it was Ghosh who drew the

Wetlands at Anandapur

plan of East Kolkata Wetlands & Resource Recovery Region that was later
used to demarcate the Ramsar site.
“The Kolkata Improvement Trust
(KIT) was formed in 1911 to chart out the

CINEMA OF THE WEEK
DO LAFZON KI KAHANI
(Drama/Romance)) ★★

Cast: Randeep Hooda, Kajal Aggarwal
Direction: Deepak Tijori
Duration: 2 hours 8 mins
Language: Hindi (U/A)
58888 code: dlk
■ Battling the ghosts of his tumultuous

past, Sooraj (Randeep Hooda) seeks redemption. He distances himself from the
world until a chance encounter with Jenny
(Kajal Aggarwal) gives him a sense of
purpose. Abandoning his loneliness, he
starts afresh but fate has different plans
for him.

B

ollywood seems to be enamoured by
Korean films of late. Do Lafzon Ki
Kahani is a Hindi remake of a Korean film too. Incidentally, the protagonist
here bears an uncanny resemblance to a
hooded John Abraham's mysterious character in Rocky Handsome, which was also
a Korean remake. Unfortunately, this film
is as lacklustre as the John starrer.
Set in Malaysia, Deepak Tijori's clean
and old school take on romance is refresh-

plan for the city. Later, Kolkata Metropolitan Development Authority (KMDA)
took over as it was given the responsibility of land use and development control
plan. Kolkata Metropolitan Water & Sanitation Authority (KMWSA) did the
drainage plan. None are required to
consult KMC, whose primary function
is to collect tax and provide civic amenities,” Ghosh pointed out.
The Ramsar listing process requires
either the state forest or environment
department to submit the proposal to
the Union ministry of environment and
forest. Ghosh, who was then the chief environment officer, had prepared the
Ramsar information sheet that was submitted in the proposal.

ing in times of Hindi cinema riding high
on PDA. But endearing it fails to be. While
Marathi blockbuster Sairat nailed that
raw emotion and beautifully portrayed
what falling in love feels like, Tijori's
drama falls short of achieving that feat.
His characters cease to be interesting beyond a point.
Randeep still manages to infuse life
into his brooding character in an understated way. Guilt-ridden and bruised, he
essays his role with conviction. He's a fine
actor and deserves better. On the contrary,
as a visually impaired chirpy girl, Kajal
fails to leave a mark.
In her defence, the writing is way too
sympathy-seeking for your liking. Either
someone has sinned, disabled, dying or in
pain, and yet nothing makes you weep,
which is the biggest tragedy.
Also, too many cliches muddle the
story, for instance, opposites attract. He
is a boxer, she likes Hindi daily soaps. She
talks, he listens and her optimism overcomes his sadness. But none of this makes
you feel for the characters. Pace is another issue. The story crawls to its conclusion sluggishly.
The only portion that manages to impress is Hooda flexing his muscles in the
boxing ring as a MMA fighter. We wish it
would have taken precedence over the
ineffective, mushy love story. The music
of the film stands out too.
Tijori's film has its moments but it's
way too tedious to be called Do Lafzon Ki
Kahani.
—Renuka Vyavahare

THE CONJURING 2
(Horror/ Thriller)) ★★★

Cast: Vera Farmiga, Patrick Wilson,
Frances O'Connor, Madison Wolfe, Simon
McBurney, Franka Potente
Direction: James Wan
Duration: 2 hours 16 mins
Language: English (A)
58888 code: tc2
■ Seven years after the Amityville horror

case, a single mother named Peggy in
North London is terrorised similarly. She
and four children live in a haunted house
and a whey-faced nun wants their blood.
Can demonologists Ed and Lorraine save
them?
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Kolkata: Repeated assaults
on traffic cops — including
manhandling of two sergeants in the last two days — have prompted a section of the
lower constabulary to seek
action against rogue auto drivers. The top brass agreed
and on Friday decided to
crack the whip, beginning
with fining at least 400 autowallahs a day for breaking road rules.
Alongside the crackdown, police will identify troublesome routes so that longterm solutions can be worked
out. The lower rung, however,
cautions that strong administrative and political will is
needed to make it a sustained
drive. It’s an unprecedented
situation when some people
feel they can get away by hitting a cop, said a policeman.
The latest attack was on
Thursday night when sergeant Anindya Naskar was beaten up by an auto driver near
Acropolis Mall. Sgt Naskar
spotted a Gariahat-Ruby Hospital auto breaking traffic
signal, stopped it and asked
the driver Rajkumar Haldar
to produce his licence. Police
say Halder began abusing the
cop as soon as he stepped out.
This led to an argument and
the two came to blows, each
blaming the other of hitting
first. Halder even got himself
admitted to Bangur Hospital.
Following a pattern, auto
union leaders and drivers laid siege to Kasba police station and traffic guard and it
took a lot of persuasion to lift
the blockade. Again, no one
has been arrested.
The very fact that cops are
being targeted shows police

FACING THE MUSIC
Troublesome Routes
¥ Lohapool-Esplanade
¥ Sealdah Barabazar
¥ Garia-Golpark
¥ Topsia-Park Circus
¥ B K Pal-Girish Park
¥ Ultadanga-Baguiati
¥ Rashbehari-Behala
Chowrasta

¥ June 9, 2016 | Trafﬁc
sergeant beaten up at Kasba
by an auto driver after the cop
pulled him up for rule violation
¥ June 8, 2016 | Trafﬁc
sergeant beaten up at Topsia
by an auto driver after the
latter was pulled up for a rule
violation
¥ July 21, 2014 | Minister
Jyotipriya Mullick’s ofﬁcial
are not willing to let them off
the hook, said DC-traffic V
Solomon Nesakumar. “We have instructed traffic guards to
prepare a list of repeat offenders. We want to identify the
troublemakers,” he added. To
ensure prosecution, Lalbazar
HQ has decided to ask traffic
cops to click photographs of
the erring autowllahs in the
act. “We will then send out
challan papers from the headquarters so that they are forced to pay the fines. Traffic
guards have been asked to seek local police help when they
crack the whip,” said a
source.
In the second phase, a
strategy will be worked out
for routes prone to auto hooliganism, like Rafi Ahmed Kidwai Road, BK Pal Avenue, Di-

¥ June 24, 2014 | Addl OC of
Tollygunge trafﬁc guard was
hit by a driver during a routine
check on autos at New Alipore
¥ March 13, 2014 | A pregnant
woman was molested and her
husband assaulted near the
Lake Gardens station by auto
driver
amond Harbour, SC Mullick
Road and MG Road. Unofficial auto routes in south Calcutta compound the problem.
“The latest is the RajdangaAleya route. Routes like Haltu-Dhakuria or Deshapriya
Park-Lords officially cannot
exist because of a HC order,”
an official said.
Auto drivers habitually
carry five passengers although it’s illegal and can attract
a Rs 3,000 fine. “Whenever we
try to book an auto driver for
this, it leads to a law-and-order problem as his colleagues
and union members surround the cop and pressure him
to drop the case. There is a lot
of political pressure at
work,” said a sergeant who
was once manhandled by auto drivers.

Shyamal Maitra

Debasish.Konar
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Call it belief in astrology or being particular
about interiors, PWD minister Aroop Biswas has ordered a complete overhaul of
his chambers at Nabanna.
Biswas, after stepping in
his new room on the eighth
floor of Nabanna recently,
asked the officials to block
one of the entrance doors,
that was earlier used by Shankar
Chakraborty,
his
predecessor.
The move has surprised
many. In front of the VIP lift,
an entry was created for
Chakraborty. This entrance
has been blocked. While some
see astrology behind this,
others believe since Chakraborty lost the polls, Biswas is
unwilling to retain the chang-

Aroop Biswas’ office at
Nabanna will get a new look

es made by him.
Earlier, a special door
next to the lift was installed
following instructions of
Chakraborty. But other ministers entered their chambers
using the door beside the

SMS YOUR MOVIE
REVIEWS/RATINGS

ear quadruples at the mere thought
that the events in the film happened
to real people. And that formula of
the franchise works all over again. The
generic - possessed-exorcism-redeemed concoction found a clever twist in the first
film. Just like its predecessor, The Conjuring 2 is also about a demonic invasion that
disrupts the life of an English family
when Ed and Lorraine Warren are
prompted by the Church to go to their rescue.
Sometimes, the biggest scares are hidden in the most mundane scenes and
harmless objects. The house in which the
film is set looks like a regular one minus
the classic horror-forlorn look. This familiarity connects well and a palpable
touch helps heightening fear when things
start going awry.
You need patience to sit through the
build-up as the story takes a while to gain
momentum. Director James Wan has little
to offer in terms of surprises as the shocks
mirror the ones from the prequel. But his
smarts rescue a film that could've been
labelled predictable. He builds the milieu
ably - where even a toy makes you suspicious and phone calls make you jump in

GOOD ★★★

car blocked “deliberately” by
an auto driver from entering
Khadya Bhawan on Free School
Street

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Kolkata: In the wake of the Bihar government killing more
than 200 blue bulls — which were earlier declared vermin — the
Bengal government on Friday
made it clear that nothing of that
sort would be replicated here for
elephants to protect crops and lives of humans.
Chief wildlife warden Pradeep Vyas said they have instead
written to the Centre to allow
them to capture 18 elephants in
south Bengal next January. “In
the last financial year, 108 persons were killed in the state following conflicts with elephants.
Of this, 71were in south Bengal.
Hence, we have sought the permission,” Vyas said, ruling out
any possibility of killing the
jumbos here. Though the state is
yet to receive a feedback from
the Centre, a member of the Na-

MAN-ANIMAL
CONFLICT
tional Board for Wildlife said the
proposal is under consideration. “It’s under process,” said
Raman Sukumar, NBWL member.
Earlier in December 2014,
the ministry of environment
and forests, in a bid to mitigate
human-wildlife conflict, had invited all the states to declare animals protected under wildlife
protection act as “vermin” so
that they can be “culled”. Only five states — Bihar, Uttarakhand,
Himachal, Gujarat and Maharashtra — identified animals
and asked for such declarations.
In 2012, Bengal was allowed
to capture four jumbos in south
Bengal, but the permission was
put on hold after conservationists raised an objection, calling
it a cruel practice.

Astrology behind Aroop’s room decor?

—Mohar Basu

F

Cops will identify troublesome
routes for long-term solutions

RECENT INCIDENTS

your seat.
He offers a few inspired scenes that
will blow your mind. The camera work is
impeccable and his passion to create
something fearsome is overwhelming.
The one scene where Ed and the demon
have a charged-up conversation is bloodcurling.
Some sharp editing could've helped the
drama from getting loopy but that's hardly a downer. Ed and Lorraine, played beautifully by Patrick Wilson and Vera Farmiga and the superlative Madison Wolfe,
are show-stealers.
You don't particularly buy the human
drama at the center of this film but Wan
doesn't let you ponder over the flaws. He
keeps the mood tense, the jumps frequent
and the ambience unnerving. Even with
its glitches, The Conjuring 2 gets one thing
right; it scares the hell out of you.

W AT C H A B L E ★ ★ ★

State seeks
Centre nod to
catch jumbos

Rogue autos face heat,
400 to be fined a day
N

2008

Subhro Niyogi
& Saikat Ray TNN
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VERY GOOD ★★★★

staircase.
Biswas said that he wanted to enter his room using
the same direction that’s
used by Didi. “I have blocked
that entrance,” said Biswas.
A plywood has been pasted
over it. Chief minister Mamata Banerjee uses the southern side to enter her chambers on the 14th floor. Moreover, a Biswas aide said that
the new move will help keep a
tab on the visitors. “Sir has
asked to keep a close watch on
the visitors before allowing
them inside the chambers
and a single door will ensure
that.”
Officials also said that the
PWD minister’s room will also be a swanky one. Biswas already has a chamber in Nabanna on the first floor. He is
likely to vacate this room once his new chamber is ready.

The armchair that Biswas
used at the Writers’ Buildings has been brought to Nabanna. The chairs used by
Chakraborty were removed.
A wall hanging of Ganesha
has been brought in, while a
photograph of Mamata Banerjee has been placed behind the minister’s chair. Also, some new furniture will
be used in Biswas’ new chambers.
The CM’s room has already been decked up and a new
table has been placed there,
replacing her old semi-spherical table. Even the shape of
the skylights in her chamber
has been changed. According
to a source, an astrologer has
advised to change the shape
of the skylights and table to
remove evil force. The floor
level of the CM’s room too has
been raised by a few inches.

READERS’ VERDICT
HOUSEFULL 3
READERS’ RATING 2.9
CRITIC’S RATING ★★★

tion and lame script, full
of cheap jokes, is not worth
watching! Performance-wise,
Akshay has stolen the show
and Jacqueline was impressive

Housefull 3 is a house
full of light laughs!
Akshay Kumar Excels!
z This movie is awesome! It's
a bit slow at the beginning,
especially the introduction
sequence, but gradually, the
fun portions pick up pace.
Akshay Kumar's dual
character is really nice - and
Akshay entertains with ease
throughout! It’s a simple, funloving film. I RAKESH
z A good watch with no message or deep thought, just
pure entertainment - sometimes, it seems the comedy is
a bit monotonous. But overall,
it does manage to make you
laugh - and Akshay’s Sandy
versus Sundy act is a very
good one! I PIYUSHJI SHARMA

An Improved Housefull!
z Housefull 3 is definitely fullon entertainment, especially
because of Akshay Kumar.
This instalment is better value
for your time and money and
has more memorable and
noticeably improved content
over the prequels. I NAISHIL MEHTA
z It is quite watchable - not
hardcore comedy maybe but
its lighter punches are nice
and funny in-between. One can
watch it for simple
entertainment - and just relax!
I AMIT

But Forced Comedy Drags!
z Farhad-Sajid’s poor direc-

VERY GOOD

+

★★★★

among the three actresses. But
overall, the plot drags! I PRAFULLA
SRIVASTAV

z Just a one-time watch Akshay Kumar’s acting is
good in this movie. Otherwise,
Housefull 3 gets repetitive and
has nothing new to show. It’s
quite disappointing to see the
franchise evolve like this. I
BHUPIN KUMAR

z This movie is a real stretch!
There are some jokes that
make you laugh - but most of
the time, the laughter is only a
chuckle. Everyone has given a
bad performance here except
for Akshay Kumar. Nothing in
the plot makes any sense - and
you feel finally it's a totally
forced comedy. I NIKUNJ

O U T S TA N D I N G ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
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